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Campaigns for peace, disarmament,
and solidarity are an increasing part
of our daily consciousness.
Awareness of the destruction being
threatened by international war
games is sinking in. As individuals, it
seems that more and more of us are
waking up to the urgency of the
struggle for peace and justice. As the
spectre of nuclear holocaust looms
closer and the possibility becomes
more real in our own minds, we are
challenged in our passivity to take a
stand. If it really is ‘‘three minutes to
midnight,’”’ we need to mobilize in
our daily lives and to join hands in
movements to speak out for peace.
Survival of our lives, our culture, the
planet may well depend on our
effectiveness in doing this.

For many of us the question is
where to begin. We know that we
want torespond in some way to this
challenge and we know that the
struggle cannot happen with each of
us working alone. We need support
in the act of faith that we can make a
difference. How can we join together
with others for this support and be
more effective? How can we make
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our daily lives reflect our political
stance? And how can we develop a
culture that will nurture and inspire
our politics?

Much of this issue addresses these
questions. As the activist in each of
us is stirred up and looks for ways to
become engaged we need examples
and perspectives to guide and
encourage us. There are many ways
to approach social change work and
there is much to be done. The
following articles are about some of
the women and men doing that work.

Mary Kaldor describes the
Disarmament Movement in Europe,
particularly in Britain, and
encourages us to participate in the
‘“theater of peace.”’

The Highlander Center in eastern
Tennessee has been active in social
change issues for the last fifty years.
Drawing on the rich cultural tradition
of southern and Appalachian
peoples, for strength and inspiration,
Highlander has worked to empower
people to take action on regional
issues against racial and economic
oppression.

Bright Morning Star is a musical
group of six men and women whose
songs speak strongly for peace and
liberation. We met them at a concert
and were inspired and entertained by
their performance.

The politics of urban housing is
fascinating and community land trust
is a radical approach to the problems
involved. The folks at the Institute for
Community Economics have been
working on creating a land trust
model for people in the city that
works.

Along these lines, the National Trust
for Historic Preservation has put out
an organizing guide for
neighborhoods that is a good
hands-on tool for making political
changes in one’s neighborhood.

Each of us has toreckon with how our
ideology meets reality and sometimes
change our point of view. Both
Marcia Yudkin and Meg Christian
found themselves in this position.
Marcia went to kibbutz to confront
her own disappointment about the
change in childrearing practices.
Meg is a feminist lesbian singer who
has inspired the women’s movement,
the lesbian movement, and continues
to fight oppression both within and
without.

““One Step at a Time’’ is a phrase
from Gandhi to capsulize a
sustainable long-term strategy. How
do we face issues of oppression, war,
injustice, our own inner questioning,
lack of support, and still keep
fighting for a better world? How do
we take it on as our lifework? We
interviewed five activists and found a
lot of hopefulness and wisdom in
what they shared.

We hope this issue is both inspiring
and helpful.

For Communities,
Melissa Wenig and Tom Harden
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Interview by Melissa Wenig




Bright Morning Star is a troupe of six women and men who
are working and singing for social change. In each
performance, these activists help us each get in touch with
our own desire to get on with the work of bringing about a
saner world. Their backgrounds range from classical music
to rock and roll and they offer up a delightful and inspiring
listening experience both in their live performances and
their newest album, ‘‘Bright Morning Star Arisin.’”’

This is an interview with two members of the troupe —
Marcia Taylor and George Fulginiti-Shakar. In it they
share their experiences of being part of a fairly new
performing group and their excitement about their work.

Communities — How did Bright Morning Star get
started?

George — In 1978 Charlie King called me up and asked if I
would play bass on his new album along with Tex, Pat,
Court, Ken and himself. I did and when we finished that
project we all noted how much we had enjoyed the
experience. Charlie invited us to work with him at some of
his live performances and it began to feel like we had the
makings of a group. We had our famous Cape Cod
meeting where we just took a few days without any
interruptions and talked about who we were, what we were
doing and did we really have something that worked well.
That was when Bright Morning Star was created.

Communities — Was Bright Morning Star intended to be
politically oriented?

George — We were by necessity political because the
material we were playing with Charlie and the music we
were continuing to learn was political. Also, the kinds of
places asking us to play for them were politically oriented.
We had contact with the people in the Clamshell Alliance,
the New England based anti-nuclear activist group, and
Charlie knew and played for the folks on the peace and
justice and war resister circuit. We played political music
for political groups and therefore we were a political
entity. But we never had any early discussions about
politics and we have never come up with a position paper
about what Bright Morning Star believes.

Marcia — Charlie was one of the people who first
organized a network of musicians called Songs of Freedom
and Struggle. That’s where I first met Charlie. For the first
three years it consisted of a weekend where we could all get
together and jam, share songs, have workshops and hang
out together. That always had an upfront political topical
nature and was very much the spirit of what Bright
Morning Star became; a sense of us all sharing a similar
world view and making music together.

Communities — What is that world view?

Marcia — 1 think the roots of the group converged
through the anti-nuclear movement and specifically
through the Seabrook occupation. We all found ourselves
together on that issue and once we were there we realized
that we shared similar concerns about changing sex role
stereotyping, about trying to fight against the racism and
classism that permeates our culture and ourselves and

certainly our sympathy with the workers’ struggles. We
have our disagreements with each other and I certainly
couldn’t say that we are all feminist ecologists with a -
socialist perspective firmly grounded in . . . but that
wouldn’t be true either.

Communities — Do you ever talk about those issues in the
group?

George — We tend to talk about issues as they come up.
For instance, I came into the group knowing very little
about the anti-nuclear movement. I’d hear people in the
group discussing the details and soon I found myself
getting a whole political education. Another political realm
I’ve learned about through Bright Morning Star is the
Middle East. Ken Giles is heavily invested in having a
peaceful two state settlement between Arabs and Jews and
has a lot of information and personal energy for seeing
that happen. When something comes up he always brings it
to our attention. I’m always getting reprints of this and
copies of that in the mail from him. We recently did a
concert in support of legal representation for Ziad Abu
Eian, a Palestinian who was held here in this country for a
while. Ken was the person who was instrumental in making
a connection between the organizers of the demonstration
and Bright Morning Star. We talked enough about the
politics of both sides to bring us together.

Marcia — 1 am amazed at the depth of our respective
experience in divergent fields. Ken is the expert in Middle
East issues. George is very active in the men’s movement.
Court is involved with the anti-nuclear issue. Cheryl has
done a great deal in alternative education and I’m involved
with the women’s movement.

George — 1 feel like we each come to Bright Morning Star
with a little piece of the political puzzle and we share them
with each other. But I can’t remember that we ever shared
one to the extent of having a consensus on what our
position is on any issue. We haven’t adopted that formal a
structure.

1 feel best about myself when I am
Sfunctioning as a spark or catalyst that
both inspires and supports people who
are already in the movement.

Marcia — But you certainly wouldn’t find a song in our
repertoire that we hadn’t cleared with each other in some
way. I think that the consensus comes through the music.

George — There have been some discussion around lyrics
to some songs. When one of us starts backing up our, ‘I
don’t like this song because of . . . ’’ with their own
political perspective and experience we all end up learning
a tremendous amount. For example, we were doing the
Phil Ochs song ‘I Ain’t Marching Any More’ and thereis a
verse in there that says, ‘‘It’s always the old who lead us to
war, always the young to fall.”” That didn’t sit right with
us. We felt that it was unfair to old people and that there is

5



Names top to bottom: Charlie King, Court Dorsey, Cheryl
Fox, Marcia Taylor, George Fulginiti-Shakar, and Ken
Giles

a dynamic other than age that separates that class of people
who make those decisions. We had many discussions on it,
examining whether it was classism, racism, money
advantage, power or privilege, etc. And if we didn’t feel
okay with that, could we find another lyric to go in there?

This went on for a year. We finally came to agreement
on, ‘“Why are the ones who lead us to war never the ones to
fall?’’ Ones seemed to clarify that there are people who
make the decision about war but don’t actually take the
brunt of the consequences. They just send in the troops.
That’s where some of our politics come in to play.

Marcia — 1 wouldn’t say that there is a reluctance to come
to agreement about what our positions as a group are, but
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there is incredible diversity amongst us and it feels
important to us to cherish that diversity. Not only are there
strong musical and political currents running through the
group but there are strong spiritual currents as well. It’s
interesting to me that when we do get together tc talk
about things we differ on, the amount of difference seems
to multiply exponentially. Yet there is a heartspace or
vision that holds us together and makes this vehicle we call
Bright Morning Star worthwhile.

I sense that we would cease to be Bright Morning Star if
we homogenized. I think one of the reasons we have struck
a chord in so many people is that the audience is aware of
six very different people up there on stage. Our differences
fill me with awe and respect for us all as do the differences
between all of human kind. :

My guess is that a spiritual spark holds us together rather
than our political stances. Although I believe we have
similar perspectives on most issues, there have been some
we haven’t all agreed on. One that comes to my mind is
abortion. We all support a woman’s right to choose
abortion but we have a lot of difference in the group about
our gut level reactions. Also, I am not a pacifist and I
know others in the group are.

Communities — Many of your songs are pacifist songs.
How do you deal with that?

Marcia — 1 can certainly sing an anti-war or peace song.
But I grew up in the military and I think my world view has
been shaped by that. National identity means something
strong to me and national defense is something that is very
real. I believe in the concept of a just struggle. If I were a
pacifist, I couldn’t get behind the guerillas in El Salvador
or some of the things that are happening in South Africa.
It always comes down to, ‘“Would you do it?”’, and I think
I probably would. I would probably pick up a gun. I
certainly am not a pacifist when it comes to women living
in a violent patriarchal society. I can’t defend throwing
women in jail because they defended themselves by violent
means against rape or their husband’s brutality.

George — 1 don’t want you to get the impression that we
work through the lyrics of each song. We simply don’t
have the time for it. One of the limits to Bright Morning
Star is that it is not a full time commitment for any of us.
We go out on the road three or four times a year and the
way that we run the group means that a lot of the time we
are together is spent very intently with most of the time in
performances. The first two days of the tour are ones in
which we are basically pulling ends together. Someone has
to do the food shopping, the brakes have to be fixed, new
tunes need to be worked on, decisions have to be made, the
last concert has just been cancelled and what are we going
to do about that? The booking process is always done
inside the group and decisions are always inside the group.
Once we start the concert tour we have very little time for
either political discussions or for emotional issues that
come up between us. We’ve been blessed with the ability to
put those issues on hold until there is empty space in which
we can start to talk about what happened and find ways to
resolve problems. Now, were we to double the amount of
time we had together and do the same number of concerts,
we could have wonderful discussions on lyrics, we could



jam together more, have more rehearsal time and talk
about new directions for Bright Morning Star. But at the
present we don’t have that time. We live in four different
cities spread across the East Coast and hold down several
different jobs. Outside of tours it’s not easy to get time
together. ‘

Communities — How much a part of your life is Bright
Morning Star?

Marcia — I’'m always wanting us to do more and I’'m
always wanting people to commit themselves to more. But
within the group you would find six very different answers.

Com:nunities — What about you, George?

George — We often say that perhaps the way we operate is
what keeps us together. For myself, I would like it if we all
lived in the same city. More importantly, I would like to
see Bright Morning Star more integrated in my life. As it is
now, it sometimes feels like an intrusion. No sooner do I
get back to Boston from a tour then I have to recreate my
life here and then once again I have to leave to go on tour.

I have to say goodby to people, finish up loose ends and
put a business on hold. I begin to resent the fact that I have:
to go back to Boston. I spend a fair amount of time

feeling resentful. My sense is that there is a need for me to
make peace with who I am and the kind of life I am living
and just accept that those pieces exist here and there. But
right now I feel like I get pulled in one direction, then I get
pulled back in the other direction and everyone complains
that they don’t have enough of my time. It is like having
two primary relationships in different cities.

Communities — What are some of the ways you deal with
that?

George — 1 juggle! I have a little schedule book that has
more pencil marks than empty spaces. Also, I've begun to
work with a person who does career counseling and I’'m
beginning to understand that if I choose to stay in the
alternative political movement this is what it is all about.

No one is going to put me on salary! No one is going to pay
my health insurance! And no one is going to give me a two
week paid vacation every year! This culture does not
financially value the work I have found myself involved
with. There are almost no political musicians I can think of
who sit back and watch the money roll in as they put in a 40
hour week. More likely they are putting in an 80 hour week
just to make ends meet. At some point I may just have to
shake hands with the decision that I am a political musician
and then enjoy it.

Communities — Why aren’t you making money with
Bright Morning Star?

George — Because we do concerts for low fees so that the
movement groups who are sponsoring us can afford us.
When we leave a group, our aim is to have attracted some
new members to it, to give the group more money in their
coffers, and to have raised the group’s energy so it can go
on with its work. Usually we split 50-50 with a group. If we
get $1000 in for a concert, they get $500 and so do we. Six
person groups generally charge a great deal more than $500
but then again most movement groups couldn’t afford to
sponsor them.

Marcia — 1 think we could probably charge more, and still
benefit the movement. But we need to acknowledge that we
are good and that we take ourselves seriously both as
musicians and political activists to demand a living wage.
If we charged more, groups might start doing a better job
at organizing for the concert rather than just laying back
because they don’t need to. We have seen groups really get
out and promote us and sell tickets. It is an attitude and
reality I hope we can work on.

Communities — What kind of decision-making process do
you have? For instance, how do you decide how much to
charge?

George — Actually, I don’t think we have ever had a
discussion about decision-making. It was always a basic

Bright Morning Star in concert



assumption that we would work on a consensus model.
Probably that is because we all came out of the
anti-nuclear movement in New England and its
decision-making process was consensus. We do a lot of
negotiating, compromising and sometimes we come to
consensus with each other. If the issue never gets resolved
it just stays on the agenda until it is dealt with or dies.

. . . whatever my doubts are, they are
sand in the wind compared to the
contribution we are making.

Marcia — Work division and compensation has been on
the agenda for the last year and a half. This has to do with
the behind-thé-scenes work. Each of us handles some
aspect of the work and we all do different amounts of the
work. Cheryl handles the mail order record business.
George does the book-keeping. Charlie has done all the
booking for us. Court takes care of the bus, etc. But its
been such a difficult and thorny issue that we’ve never even
tried to compensate ourselves for the difference. We just
divide our income by six and have to deal with the tensions
that result from that.

George — The general sense is that the best thing we could
do is to balance out the work load rather than pay people
differently. We are trying to do that. But if that can’t
happen, I wouldn’t be against having unbalanced salaries
to compensate for that imbalance in work.

Marcia — 1 wouldn’t either but it is also true that equality
is a false concept. No two things are equal and even getting
the same amount of money doesn’t mean it has equal
affects on our lives.

Communities — How do you work on tensions and
conflicts? You mentioned that you were good at setting
them aside for a later time but what happens then?

Marcia — 1 think we are quite elegant in our handling of
difficult emotional issues. We do quite a bit of it as they
happen but we have a more formal process known as the
weather report.

George — That’s the name of our best attempt to give
emotions the space they need to be resolved and worked
on. It grew out of the feeling that we spent all of our time
working and often avoided each other when something
hard was going on. We didn’t have any group healing
process or ritual. Now we take a morning or afternoon and
devote it to anything people want to do with that time,
assuming somebody is going to do something to try and
make things better for themselves. And the rest of us try to
respect that and respond to it in a healthy way. I personally
wish we had more space to criticize ourselves musically as
well. We all have good artistic ears, eyes and hearts and
could really use that kind of feedback from each other.
Right now all we have time for is off the cuff comments.

Communities — Do you consider Bright Morning Star to
be your ““work’’ in the spiritual sense of the word?
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Marcia — Yes, . . . or at least part of my work. I feel best
about myself when I am functioning as a spark or catalyst -
that both inspires and supports people who are already in
the movement. It is also important to me to bring an
awareness of political issues to those people who don’t
consider themselves particularly political but find
themselves in a position where they have to listen to me
sing an anti-nuclear song and for some reason it touches
them. :

As a guitar teacher, I feel good when I know that I have
encouraged and inspired someone to include something
artistic in their own life. Music is all of our birthrights not
only that of recognized musicians. Anyone with the
humble A and D chord can create music of the spheres.

There is another kind of work such as licking envelopes
and planting seeds which I classify as very mundane
humble work. I don’t identify with that much now but I get
very excited about doing work where the meaning is in the
steps. I think about having children and that’s the place
where I can imagine that mundane, step by step approach
is going to have as deep and exciting a meaning as getting
up on the stage.

Communities — Where does feminism and radical
women’s politics fit into your life?

Marcia — My work in the movement started with the
women’s movement and the anti-war movement.
Feminism has led me through a personal transformation
which is still going on in my life. I’ve raised a lot of money
for the women’s movement and its very important to me.

Cheryl and Ken



Communities — George, what do you see as your work?

George — You’ve caught me at a time in my life where [
don’t have an answer to that. I may have life work but I
don’t know what it is and there is a lot of sadness and
confusion going on in my life around that right now. I'd
love to come up with a nice answer that would look good in
an interview but I don’t have one.

Communities — Is Bright Morning Star something you’re
doing for the long run or is it something you’re dabbling in
- right now?

Marcia — That’s a good question. I know we all take it
seriously at some level. But we are a part time band and
how long we can string that out before the contradictions
inherent in that magnify, is unknown. Even more scary is
the question of what will happen when that point comes.
Will we metamorphosize, or will we split apart and
continue to do our work separately?

Communities — Any guesses?

Marcia — 1 have a sense of our continuing reservoir of
potential. It is not time to end and I would put up a big
fight if others wanted that.

George — The question of taking Bright Morning Star
seriously comes back to taking ourselves as individuals
seriously. If I were taking myself seriously, I would be
taking myself seriously within Bright Morning Star and I
would make sure that it, as a group, was taken seriously. I
really wish that for myself in all parts of my life. It’s a
tricky issue and it’s made even more complicated by the
fact that there is very little money in our work. I am trained
by our culture to value what I do by how much I get for it
and it’s hard for me to let go of that. It’s really hard to
scramble around to do a whole lot to make Bright Morning
Star a bigger space in my life when that’s not one of the
results.

Marcia — That reminds me of a word that keeps coming
up over and over again in my life . . . commitment. I
believe it’s a major agenda item for our generation;
commitment to profession, to people. A lot of your
questions lead me back to that hackneyed word. It’s a hard
pill for Americans to swallow. We don’t want to be
committed. It’s in our national heritage to be footloose,
fancy free, and entrepreneurial, at least this generation.
It’s a myth but we’re all hooked. I’ve lived here for 7 years
and it’s the longest I've ever lived anywhere. I take that as
a good sign.

Communities — What does it feel like to be successful
show people? Do you experience a ‘‘star’’ dynamic?

Marcia — Well, I have always loved the name Bright
Morning Star and I love the cover of our album, ‘‘Arisin.”’
I think it embodies what the star is all about. It is not fame
or glory but a vision, a vehicle to carry hope about the
future; a hope that we can make it into the 21st century.
That’s the kind of star I want to focus on.

People do star trip us. We have a few followers who
show up at any concert we do within a hundred mile radius
of their home. The aspect of seeing familiar faces who
know us and eagerly greet us is a wonderful, warm, and
human thing. The level of appreciation and admiration

that someone who takes the pain and love to make us a
banner for instance makes me feel very humble. However,
having four hundred people leap to their feet at the end of
a set going, ‘“‘Yeah, yeah,”’ doesn’t do it at all.

Communities — How does that make you feel?

Marcia — When we first started performing I just used to
feel numb and kept a wooden smile on my face. Now I
hope that what people are applauding is our vision and the
space we create in the room together. I enjoy feeling
important and I feel important in the context of Bright
Morning Star. I feel very strange when I sense someone
isn’t relating to me but to an idea they have of me. I feel
wronged and I want to shake them.

Communities — What about you, George?

George — Well, it’s not everyone who gets interviewed
and there is a part of that I have to get used to. I have
generally responded to being a ‘‘star’’ by not
understanding it. I simply don’t comprehend why someone
is looking at me and smiling and saying how wonderful I
am. I don’t understand why somebody wants my
autograph or wants to do an interview with me. I’ve tried
to sort that out and what evolves is the sense that I don’t
take myself seriously. When somebody says to me, ‘“You
have really helped me feel better tonight,”’ I want to take
this vision of me. A part of me wants to push it of. I

don’t want to hear it. I think I have to get used to the fact
that we do influence people’s lives and when people ask
something of me I need to decide if those folks are relating
to a star image or not. And if there is something good
happening between us then I have to be open to it.

Marcia — 1 remember one night after a very crowded
concert, hundreds of people were milling around and I was
just standing there in the crush of people feeling very, very
visible. Everyone knew who I was but Ididn’t know anyone
else. There is an inherent inequality to that that is a little
bizarre. A woman reached out to me and held my arm and
said, ‘‘Never doubt what you are doing.’’ That was it. The
fact that she reached out to me and validated me was very
meaningful to me because I doubt what I am doing all the
time. And the message I carry with me now is that
whatever my doubts are, they are sand in the wind
compared to the contribution we are making. When people
come up to me after a concert and say, ‘‘You were great,”’
I look them right in the eye and say, ‘‘So are you.”’ It feels
very genuine.

Communities — My experience of your performance was
the feeling of having been invited to join in your living
room. There was a certain sense of comeraderie with the
audience. My sense is that only excellent performers can
create that kind of openness.

Marcia — That’s exciting to hear. I know that when the
audience participates there is a powerful wave of energy
that energizes us. The more hand clapping and singing the
better we perform. We have also gotten less stiff with the
audience, we joke and jive on stage with each other. We
are learning to have fun with our foibles and have learned
how to cover for each other when something hard is
happening on stage. The more we stay in contact with each
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other on the stage the less scared I am. We’ve discovered
that when one of us is relating strictly to the audience it’s
usually because that person is scared.

Communities — Could there be more work for Bright
Morning Star if you were to choose it?

Marcia — Yes. I think right now we are at a very exciting,
and at the same time, terrifying juncture. We have made a
group decision that we will have someone outside the
group do our booking. Up until now Charlie King has done
all of our booking and we have ridden the anti-nuclear,
peace and justice, peace activist circuit. That has been real
good for us but having someone outside the group do our
booking will open us up to even wider audiences. I think
the limit is our own desires. Our eclectisism is one of our
strongest points and we can appeal to many different kinds
of audiences. I’m interested in playing in places where the

topical song is important but everyone is not wearing a
political button, pethaps in a bar or club. In addition to
being politically correct we are good entertainers. I for one
would be delighted to take on more bookings. George
might get more into the gay chorus he’s creating here in
Boston and might want less but better bookings. These are
conflicts always present in the group.

Communities — 1t strikes me that somewhere along the
line you will probably have to decide how important or big
you want Bright Morning Star to become in your lives.
Marcia — Every step is both a risk and a leap of faith and
yet, though cautiously, we continue to move forward.

George — In fact, this summer we will be touring across
the country and that’s a very exciting leap for us. O

June 11 —

Ambherst, MA

Joint concert with

Cathy Winter and Betsy Rose
Variations

413-584-2637

June 12 —

New York, NY
Performing in support

of the U.N. ““Special
Session on Disarmament”’
212-460-8980

June 20 —
Croton-on-Hudson, NY
Hudson River Revival
Sth Annual Festival
914-454-7951

June 24 —

Syracuse, NY

Syracuse Peace Council
315-472-5478

June 25 —
Rochester, NY
Peace & Justice
Education Center
716-244-7191

June 26 —
(to be announced — call
313-652-6365)
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June 27 —

Detroit, MI

Upland Hills, SECO and NOW
313-652-6365

July 1 —

Ann Arbor, MI
Arbor Alliance
313-996-9277

July 2-4 —

(to be announced — call
313-652-6365)

July 5 —

Chicago, IL

Clergy and Laity Concerned
312-762-5700

July 7 —

Madison, WI
Progressive Foundation
608-256-4146

July 8 —

Minneapolis, MN
Northern Sun Alliance
612-874-1540

July 9-11 —

Winnipeg, Canada
Winnipeg Folk Festival
204-453-2991

Summer Tour 1982

July 16-18 —
Vancouver, Canada
Vancouver Folk Festival
604-879-2931

July 22 —

Seattle, WA

Joint concert with

Cathy Winter and Betsy Rose
Don’t Bankrupt Washington
206-634-1682

July 23 —

Portland, OR

Joint concert with

Cathy Winter and Betsy Rose
503-234-9497

July 24 —

San Francisco, CA

(For details on all

California concerts, contact:
Healing Earth Productions
P.O. Box 26276

Los Angeles, CA 90026
213-613-0005)

July 25 —
Berkeley, CA
July 27 —
Santa Cruz, CA

July 29 —

San Luis Obispo, CA
July 30 —

Santa Barbara, CA
July 31 —

Orange County, CA
August1 —

Los Angeles, CA
August4 —
Milwaukee, WI
Mobilization for Survival
414-272-0961

August5 —
Rockford, IL
SAFE
815-965-8933

August6 —

Toledo, OH

Coalition of feminist, peace,
and safe energy groups
419-475-6210

August 7 —

(to be announced — call
313-652-6365)

NOTE:
Schedule may change. Contact
local groups for details.



: A Theater of Peace

Working for Disarmament in
Europe

by Mary Kaldor

Mary Kaldor is on the
Defense Committee of the
Labor Party in England.
She has done peace
research for the Stockholm
International Peace
Research Institute for a
number of years and is the
author of The Baroque
Arsenal published by Hill
and Wang. This article was
based on a speech given in
New York City this winter
under the auspices of the
Riverside Church as part of
the Arms Race and U.N.
Disarmament program and
is reprinted from

L Fellowship Magazine.

I come from an organization called
European Nuclear Disarmament. It is a
British movement, but we work together
with movements all over Europe, parti-
cularly the Dutch Interchurch Peace
Council, to coordinate the peace move-
ment and our strategies. By talking to
each other, we can make sure, for
instance, that we demonstrate on the
same weekend.

We began about a year and a half ago
when a group of us launched an appeal
for a nuclear-free Europe — both East
and West. We make it clear that we
believed that both the United States and
the Soviet Union shared equal responsi-
bility for the arms race. We called on
NATO not to deploy the Cruise and
Pershing II missiles in Europe. We
called on the Soviet Union to remove the
SS-20 medium-range missiles that
threaten us from western Russia. We




called on the people of Europe to work together for
disarmament, all in their own way, through unilateral,
bilateral, multilateral measures, and we linked the
disarmament movement to the movement for civil rights
and democracy in both Eastern and Western Europe. Our
appeal elicited thousands of signatures. We were abso-
lutely amazed by the response we got. Since then, the
movement has grown beyond our wildest expectations.

We planned, as the Dutch Interchurch Peace Council
put it last fall, to have a hot Autumn in preparation for the
NATO meeting in Brussels in December where they
planned to confirm the decision to deploy Cruise and
Pershing missiles. We hoped we would get a million on the
streets. That was our aim. Well, so far we have got a
million and a half on the streets and there are more
demonstrations still to come.

Rome, to us, was the most extraordinary event. Half a
million people demonstrated in the streets of Rome and no
one expected it. Eveyone told us we’d never get a
disarmament movement in Italy, that only Protestant
countries have disarmament movements. You can’t do
anything in Italy unless you have the support of the church
and the Communist Party, they said, but they were wrong.
The church and the Communist Party were running after
the peace movement on October the 24th. The Communist
Party declared its support only a week before the
demonstration, when they saw that all their members were
going to march anyway.

All these demonstrations were not just spontaneous,
however. An incredible amount of preparatory work went
into their organization. This work has gone on over the
past one or two years; it varies from country to country. I
don’t just mean the immediate preparatory work of the
hundreds of special trains and buses that have been
organized by local groups all over Europe; I mean the work
of education and mobilization. We have over a thousand

local peace groups in Britain now. The Campaign for
Nuclear Disarmament, which is the umbrella organization,
has 30,000 members. Something like a quarter of a million
people are working actively in Britain. We never had any
coverage of this until the demonstrations. It was the
fastest-growing movement in Europe and we never had any
coverage on the television or in the newspapers. We’ve got
it now that they have seen that we are a mass movement.
Before that, we had to work through public meetings and
pamphlets. We had to do door-to-door canvassing. It was
very hard work. I would like to give you just a few
examples of the kinds of things that people did.

In Britain, for instance, where the campaign has been
dominated by local Labor Party activists, we have had a
campaign for local nuclear-free zones. We fought the local
elections in May largely on this issue, and we won an

“Twice in this century Europe
has engendered war and
threatened civilization. Now it is
our task to engender peace.’’

astounding victory. Now there are over one hundred
municipalities in Britain, covering more than half the
population, which have declared themselves nuclear-free
zones. They include our biggest towns, even London. I
hope that next time any of you visit London you will be
welcomed by a big notice which will say, ‘“Welcome to
Nuclear-Free London.”

What does it mean? The local councils pass a resolution
which says that they are opposed to having nuclear
weapons within their municipality; and many of the
councils have also included nuclear energy and nuclear
waste. The councils have refused to comply with the Civil
Defense regulations of the central government. They carry
out education through meetings, films in town halls and
evening courses. We are also looking into the question of
whether local municipalities have the power to refuse
planning commissions for military bases. Finally, several
of the larger municipalities are now going to draw up
conversion plans for their municipalities with the coopera-
tion of the local trade unions, to show how the military
installations in their areas could be converted to meet the
needs of the areas.

I would like to tell you a little bit about our experience
with ““twinning’’ in Europe. We have, in England, many
towns — and I expect this is probably true here — that are
officially twinned with towns in other countries. Where the
municipalities are officially twinned with towns in Europe,
the mayors make official visits to each other. Nottingham
is twinned with Karlsruhe in West Germany, which has a
big NATO base, and with Minsk in the Soviet Union, the
site of an SS-20 base.

Another example of anti-nuclear activity was the
wonderful initiative of the Scandinavian women to march



from Copenhagen to Paris. Eighty Scandinavian women
decided to march from Copenhagen to Paris for a Nordic
nuclear-free zone, as a first step towards a nuclear-free
Europe. They left Copenhagen on June 2Ist and they
arrived in Paris on Hiroshima Day in August. By the time
they reached Paris their numbers had swelled to 15,000
people.

Why is all this happening? First of all — as I’m sure
people feel here — it is a gut reaction to the danger of
nuclear war. In Europe, the decision to deploy Cruise and
Pershing missiles to western Europe drew people’s
attention to the new doctrines of limited nuclear war. It
drew people’s attention to the fact that there had been a
shift in US strategy away from the old strategy of massive
retaliation, away from what we used to think of as ‘‘pure”’
deterrence, towards fighting a war. All these theories with
long-sounding names — escalation, dominance, flexible
response — implied the possibility that there really were
people in the Pentagon who believed it possible to fight a
limited nuclear war in Europe. That was tremendously
frightening. Added to that, when maps were published in
Britain and in West Germany showing where nuclear bases
were, when we realized that Cruise missiles were going to
be in our own backyard, that made people very frightened
indeed. In Britain we’ve always known that we were the
unsinkable aircraft carrier, but the British map looks as
though Britain had got woodworm. In West Germany,
there are more nuclear warheads per square mile than in
any other part of the globe.

Europe is a tremendously densely populated continent.
There are historic sites every few miles. There are
productive industries every few miles. Even one nuclear
weapon would cause devastating havoc. What are we doing
with 7,000? But I think that it’s more than fear that is
making people act; I think it’s also frustration. Over the
last few decades, there has been a tremendous sense of
exclusion from the political process, a sense of individual
helplessness in the face of big business and big govern-
ment. Over the last ten years in Britain, we have had a
series of single-issue campaigns over nuclear energy, over
feminism, over civil rights. They were all campaigns about
control over our lives, over the way we live. Disarmament
appeared as the ultimate issue. It was about control over
life itself. People were appalled to learn that decisions
about whether or not we have a nuclear war could be taken
by one or two or three people.

Bople are angry at the knowledge that we will have no
control over whether Cruise missiles are used or not. In
theory we are supposed to be consulted, but the decision
about whether American nuclear weapons are launched in
Europe is taken by the American President. I think it will
amuse you to learn that I have seen on many demonstra-
tions the slogan, ‘“‘No annihilation without representa-
tion.”” Actually, I think it is a pretty bad slogan because I
don’t want to be annihilated whether I am represented or
not. But in Britain there has been a strong sense that we
have lost control, not only of our defense policy but over a
whole range of political options.

Fear and frustration make an explosive mixture. That
mixture has produced a movement that is unlike anything
in my political experience. I have seen people involved in
this movement who have never before engaged in politics,
who never thought it was possible to influence events. It is
as though we had been politically blindered for the past
thirty years and suddenly our eyes have been opened.

I attended the Bonn demonstration on behalf of the
British movement. I think what moved me most was to
hear speaker after speaker talking about nuclear war as the
‘holocaust, and speaker after speaker comparing the
acceptance of nuclear weapons with the accommodations
to the Nazis. To hear so many times that those who accept
nuclear weapons as the appeasers and the collaborators
was a tremendously moving experience. Normally, it is the
hawks who appropriate the experience of World War II.
They behave as though the next war is going to be a bigger
and better version of that war. Russia will play the role of
Nazi Germany; gallant America will come to our aid and
save Europe. Ronald Reagan and his friends are going to
play at being John Wayne. I find it useful to think of the
ideology of deterrence as this drama of World War II being
reenacted on a stage that’s called Europe. Of course, we
know that World War III is not going to be like that. It will
be like Hiroshima and Nagasaki, only infinitely worse.

In our movement’s original appeal, we said, ‘“Twice in
this century Europe has engendered war and threatened
civilization. Now it is our task to engender peace. It is our
task at this stage of the arms race to start the de-escalation
process.”’ I think that we are in this for the long haul. We
have all these millions of people demonstrating, yet we
have not stopped a single missile so far. We’re not going to
get disarmament through one marvelous moment of
opposition or act of will. We must think of disarmament as
a long process that we will work through for a number of
years and in a number of ways. Our task is to build the
movement and to develop a strategy which we can pursue
over the long haul. We have been inspired by the example
of the Dutch, who developed their peace movement much
earlier than the rest of us in Europe. They worked out a
strategy. They said: next year we are going to stop the
neutron bomb, and they did. (Only for a while, alas.) They
said, then we are going to go for a nuclear-free Holland.
Next year, we will win the churches; then we must win the
Labor Party. They worked out a strategy which is very
successful. The whole of the Dutch people are committed
on this issue now. We expected that at the NATO meeting
the Dutch would refuse to consent to the decision to deploy
Cruise and Pershing missiles as a result of the Dutch
election. This was not because the Labor Party won, but
because it is impossible for any party to win there unless it
is committed on that issue.

rI‘hat is what the peace movement has got to do. It must
reach a point where no party can neglect the peace
movement. But first, we must work out a series of
objectives. We in European Nuclear Disarmament have
been trying to think about this, together with peace
movements, peace researchers and representatives from the
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trade unions and political parties all over Europe.
Obviously, the first of our disarmament objectives is our
opposition to Cruise and Pershing missiles, our opposition
to SS-20 and our opposition to the neurton bomb. But
we must go beyond that. Supposing they just decide to put
the Cruise missiles in the sea. We will not have won a
victory. We must demand the removal of all tactical
nuclear weapons, that is, all the nuclear warheads on
artillery shells, on atomic demolition mines and on
aircraft. You cannot imagine the range that there is. We
have got to oppose the forward-based strategic weapons:
that is, the weapons on long-range bombers, on American
submarines assigned to the European command and on all
the Soviet medium-range nuclear weapons. At the same
time, I think we must pursue the idea of nuclear-free zones.
In Norway and Britain and in several other countries, we
see this as a way of structuring our movement. In Norway
they have three principles: 1) they are opposed to Cruise
and Pershing, 2) they want a nuclear-free Norway, and 3)
they want a Nordic nuclear-free zone. In Britain we say: 1)
we are opposed to Trident (we in Britain are purchasing
Trident missiles and submarines from the United States to
replace out Polaris), 2) we are opposed to Cruise, and 3) we
want a nuclear-free Britain as a first step towards a
nuclear-free Europe. We are having a meeting in December
to discuss all these proposals; we will also discuss proposals
for the whole of Europe. The Italians are going to come
and present a proposal for a Mediterranean nuclear-free
zone. The Greeks will be there to present a proposal for a
Balkan nuclear-free zone. We have proposals coming up
for disengagement in central Europe, for clearing the
boundary line between East and West. The proposals are
coming from Poles, West Germans and from Belgians.

But it will not be enough just to take disarmament
measures alone. The arms race involves people, institutions
and the arms industries: we will have to aim our strategy at
all of these. We must think of alternative ways of insuring
peace, autonomy and freedom. We must offer some really
convincing proposals for conversion. We must begin
converting our arms industries to peaceful purposes now,
before we get disarmament, so that we can reduce the
interest of the arms industry in military contracts. This is
something we are already doing in Europe. We have
aroused tremendous interest on the part of trade unions,
particularly in Italy, where one of the main slogans of the
movement is ‘“No to War Industries.”” The Italian
metalworkers have said that they are ready to take
industrial action in support of conversion. We must do
something about the media, so that information is
available to everybody. We have an enormous task of
education. But more importantly, we have to transform
our institutions so that never again can two or three
conspire to plan a nuclear war.

In our task of education and mobilization it is very
important that we aim at particular groups. When we were
talking about this issue in 1980, we said, Okay, we have
won the Labor Party; next year we are going to win the
Liberal Party. Okay, we have won the Methodists; next
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year we have got to win the Church of England. Well, we
did win the Liberals. I’'m not sure about the Church of
England. But that is the way we operate. We have:
organized the campaign through what we call lateral
committees. We have a churches committee, for instance,
which drew up a Christmas Day appeal for Christians in
Europe, calling upon them to remember Christ’s dictum to
love your enemy. Christians all over Europe worked to get-
signatures for that appeal. We have trade union commit-
tees working on conversion issues. We have committees of
politicians. We now have greatly increased cooperation
between the socialist parties in Northwest Europe, so much
so that they meet every six weeks to discuss this issue. We
have universities working together to organize seminars
and programs of teaching. We work with professional
organizations of doctors, journalists, lawyers, scientists,
actors and musicians.

Finally, I think that we see this process of working
together not just as a task of education and mobilization.
In building this movement we are working together to
break down the structure of the deep Cold War itself. Our
aim is to build communications across countries, to build a
movement of people against establishments, a movement
which is both East and West, so that people can come
together and understand each other and realize that there
are no real, deep-rooted quarrels. We have been amazed by
the response we have had from Eastern Europe. We now
have a very big and growing correspondence with people in
Poland, with people in East Germany and with people in
Hungary. Not only did the President of Rumania call for a
nuclear-free Europe, both East and West (including
Western Russia), but one hundred thousand people
marched in Rumania against both Soviet armaments and
Western armaments. One of our ideas is that, if Europe is a
theater of war, we are going to have a theater of peace. We
are going to bring together musicians and actors, from
both East and West Europe, in a festival of youth, just for
people to get to know each other. We are going to have a
peace caravan next year that will travel all the way across
Europe right to Moscow.

In all of this, we would like your help. We would like to
build links with the American movement. I have heard it
said here that we are anti-American, but that is absolutely
not true. We are against those who perpetuate the arms
race in both the United States and the Soviet Union.
Something that happened at the Bonn demonstration
illustrates how the European movement feels. Somebody
there — an opponent, not a supporter — had hired an
airplane for the day that circled over the demonstration
with a flag that asked: ‘“Why not demonstrate in
Moscow?’’ In response, the demonstrators sent up a
banner on helium balloons, which read: No to NATO. No
to the Warsaw Pact.”’

We’d like to work with the American movement. We
would like to work with the American people and with the
people of Eastern Europe and the Soviet-Union. Our aim is
to create not just a nuclear-free Europe, but a nuclear-free
world. O



One Step at a Time

A Conversation with

Interview by Melissa Wenig

Social change work is hard work. Though there may be an
occasional moment of glory, often achievements are hard
to mark and impact difficult to measure. Working in
conflict with the directions of mainstream society,
financial reinforcement is usually small and dedication to
social change is often referred to as a rebellious stage which
one will outgrow.

Despite this, many have made a mature and long-term
commitment to social change as their life work ard find
Jjoy and fulfillment within that choice. But how does one
find the inner strength to maintain such a long-term
commitment? What can we do to nurture this kind of
long-term courage in ourselves? We thought these were
important questions to ask so w gathered a group of five
women and men who have beer. involved in social change
work for ten to fifty years. Chip Coffman and Taylor are
members of Twin Oaks Community in Virginia. George
Willoughby, Lillian Willoug hby and Nancy Brigham are
part of the Philadelphia Life Center and the Movement for
a New Society.

This article is an edited transcript of that conversation.

Communities — Could each of you briefly say what your
social change experience has been?

Nancy — 1 was a social welfare worker in the sixties when
Black power, the War on Poverty and Vietnam were major
issues in this country. It was quite a consciousness raising
experience to have my doubts raised about what we were
all told about why people were poor in this country,
especially from the vantage point of a welfare worker.
Though a long series of circumstances, I became
connected to the Movement for a New Society (MNS) and
I’ve been here since the Fall of 1972. I’ve worked primarily

5 Social Actrvists

on political education and training work and the
maintenance of MNS as an organizational form. I hope to
be moving into peace action work soon.

Chip — Through 1969-1973 I was involved in the student
anti-war protest movement, including some work in tax
resistance. I then spent two years working as a community
organizer in the Black communities of Virginia.

For the last six and a half years I’ve been at Twin Oaks
Community and have had a variety of roles there, from
editing this magazine to being a woodshop worker.
Politically, I’ve been involved with the struggles of the
people of El Salvador and the spent nuclear fuel issue in
our own county. Now I’m living at the Life Center in
Philadelphia, hoping to join the Movement for a New
Society and work in the peace action campaign.

George — 1 got involved in the movement in the 1930’s
when I was still in University. I began to look at and
question some of the issues that were confronting us: the
depression, the New Deal, the issue of disarmament. I was
in the ROTC program but by the time the war came I had
decided to be a conscientious objector. I’d say it was at
that point that I joined the movement. I’ve been involved
in peace action, non-violent direct action, and more
alternative communities, societies and organizations since
then. Now I’m working with MNS. I give a lot of my time
to the trans-national collective and trans-national collec-
tive building. In the last few years, much of that time has
been spent developing the training program. I’m also
working on the land trust development of some of our
property here at the Philadelphia Life Center.

Taylor — 1 started social change work in the mid 60’s as a
high school student in New York City. I was a high school
student organizer and volunteer at the Fifth Avenue
Vietnam Peace Parade Committee. I studied to become a
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teacher as a way to change society and empower people. I
joined Twin Oaks in 1977 and see my work there as social
change work. My goal is to help develop Twin Oaks into a
mature society and to work on process and communication
in learning how to make decisions and resolve conflicts.
I’m also working on the spent fuel issue in our county.
Lillian — 1 think I was preparing for social change ever
since I was born. I was born and raised on a farm in Iowa,
the eldest daughter of a Quaker family. I did all the things
that make for a strong homestead woman and later
attended a Friends boarding school. My first action was to
refuse to buy war bonds in the county hospital I was
working in. I've also been drawn to intentional
community. I was involved in a resettlement home for
German refugees in the early forties which was very much a
communal affair. George and I were part of Pendle Hill, a
Quaker center, and now we are part of MNS which is much
more intensely intentional. The work I’ve been doing in the
past eleven years has been mostly with the trans-national
collective, being part of Wonderful Older Woman and the
land trust issue.

Communities — It’s clear that each of you has been
actively involved in social change work for more than ten
and as many as fifty years. With so little reinforcement in
the world for righting wrongs and for making the world a
better and more just place for everyone, what has kept you
going? And have you ever reached a place in your work
where you felt you could not go any further? What
brought you through that? Let’s start with what keeps you
going.

George — Among the Quakers we have an expression
mind the light. For me that means being consciously aware
of those forces that are beyond us. Some call it God. I
would call it truth. I just know that it’s very important to
keep on struggling for the dignity of human beings and for
a free society. I don’t always know what the particulars of
that ‘truth’ are but I hold the vision and it’s always a part
of me and before me.

Communities — Has your vision changed over the years?

George — My approach to it is much broader now. It
focuses less on politics and economics and more on the
totality of the human condition. Also I now know that I
can’t do it alone. Although I’ve certainly had notions
about being a ‘hero on horseback,’ I know I have to find
other people and organizations with which to work. The
Most important to me is picking a goal and building from
that. Ghandi called it one step at a time. I used to laugh
about that until I began reading and thinking more about
it. I am convinced that the concept of doing things one step
at a time is an important force in keeping me moving
forward. No one knows for sure that any of our strategies
are going to work. It’s all guesswork. Therefore, one day
at a time, one step at a time, is very necessary. If we think
our strategy isn’t working we can change it. I don’t believe
in the notion that if something is not working I should give
up on it. I think that’s an excuse for inaction. But, having
made some mistakes, we need to look at correcting them. I
call it, ‘zig today and zag tomorrow.’

Communities — Can you give examples of how that works
in your life?
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George — Let’s take the example of working in peace
actions. I started ages ago, participating in demonstrations
and writing letters to my Congressman. Choosing to focus
on nuciear test bombs rather than disarmament was also
part of that strategy. People queéstioned us, saying, ‘“Why
aren’t you dealing with the real issue?’’ But our strategy
was to arouse people; to zig in one direction (nuclear test
bombs) and then to zag in another (chemical warfare, for
example). We hoped that by letting people understand the
smaller issues, they would come to see our long-range goal,
which was the issue of arms and how they divide human
beings.

As this went on, I personally began to see how very
important it was to get at the economic basis of the whole
war/peace question. That’s what led me to a stronger
conviction that we needed a fundamental change in the
social and economic conditions of our society rather than
just focusing on disarmament.

Communities — You mentioned having to work with
others. How does that fit in?

George — One of the major forces that keep me moving is
a sense of a support community around me. For most of
my life this has been the Quaker community. It’s not ideal;
Quakers are nothing but human beings running the range
from Mary Dier, who was hanged because she fought for
religious freedom in Boston, to Richard Nixon. But on the
whole there is a large, worldwide Quaker community
which is committed to a vision of a better society. Many
times some of the Friends think I am a problem to them,
which I am. But I'm still a part of the community and still
follow this commitment.
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Second, the support of my own family is very important
to me. Lillian has been involved with social change work
for as long as I have. Our children are supportive of us
although they think we’re weird and crazy.

Third, the broader community of MNS is very much a
part of what keeps me going and, last, I find that when
night comes and it all looks dark and dreary, a good sleep
has a remarkable effect on changing my insight so that
tomorrow I am ready to go again.

' Nancy — George, it strikes me that you are talking
simultaneously about taking one step at a time as well as
the need for you and other people to make long term
commitments. Though some people would see them as an
either/or choice, you put those two things together.

George — That’s true. For instance, recently at the age of
sixty-seven, I said in my men’s group that I was ready to
commit five more years of my life to MNS. Now, I don’t
know exactly what I am going to do, which committees I
will work on, where I will put my energy. But day by day I
will do things. This is not at all a contradiction; rather, it is
two sides of a coin.

Communities — Have their been times when you’ve been
really discouraged?

George — Oh, yes. I get discouraged often. When I came
home from the meeting on the Delaware Valley land trust I
was quite discouraged . . . Fifty percent of it was that my
back was hurting badly; the other fifty percent was the
frustration of starting something in which I can see the
possibilities but others, who need housing and want to do
it, aren’t ready. I’m still committed to working on it but

that was disappointing and discouraging. That happens a
lot but when I get kicked in the shins or find that what I
wanted to do wasn’t, or hasn’t, worked, I have to say,
““Well, it just didn’t work,”’ and leave it at that.

I remember Clarence Pickett, one of the secretaries of
the American Friends Service Committee, made a
remarkable statement. He said ninety percent of the things
the American Friends have done or tried to do were
failures; the other ten might have been successful. His
philosophy was, ‘““We pick ourselves up, dust off our
knees, and look at what we learned from the failures and
then we start again and keep on moving.”’ For me, that is
what social change is all about.

I’m heavily influenced by reading the lives of the
Quakers, the martyrs, the troublemakers in the Quaker
movement and by reading Ghandi. When I look back at
the fifty years of Ghandi’s movement in India, it is clear
that he had very few great successes. But he kept zigging
and zagging, never losing sight of the fact that his job was
to arouse the Indian people to the consciousness that they
were human beings; that they were the children of God;
that they had to struggle to uphold that and that nobody
else could do it for them. His own people fought him in
every way but he kept right at it.

Also, it’s very important for our work to be fun. I enjoy
the work I'm doing and if I’'m not enjoying it I won’t stay
with it long.

Communities — How much time in your life is dedicated
to social change?

George — Most all the time. I can’t separate or categorize
my life. When I faced the issue of World War Two I
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became a conscientious objector and proceeded to resign
from the Army Reserve Officers Corp in 1944, That
changed my life. I was going to be a University teacher but
when the war was on I did civil service work for a couple of
years and decided I was not going to teach, at least for a
while. I chose then to work with the American Friends
Service Committee. That was my work. I got some money,
not a lot, but I was able to support my family. When I go
to a party, I’m thinking social change. Occasionally I go to
jail and find social change work to be done there. I see it all
as one ball of wax, one life.

I remember one of the young people here in the
movement was facing a jail sentence years ago and Martin
Nemo, the famous German trouble-maker, was here at the
time. He met this young man at a party and asked him,
‘““How can you be so joyful? Tomorrow you go to jail.”
And the young man said, ‘““Tomorrow I go to jail, yes. But
I’m an organizer and a social change worker. I work out
here now. Tomorrow they will put me in jail and I will
continue to organize and work for social change.”’

Communities — It strikes me that over the years you have
developed a very strong vision.

George — Vision is very important. But, the vision for me
is fuzzy, hazy. It is not a blueprint; I despise blueprints. I
think they are divisive in society. They mislead us. But it is
a vision of, if you use the language of the Church, a
kingdom of God on earth. It’s a vision of a better society in
which we work together and at the same time recognize
that we are human with many failings, and that we have to
struggle with, and love, each other in order to grow. That’s
my vision now. It may not be adequate for some people
and, although the details keep changing all the time, it is
basically the same.

Also, nobody can give me freedom. I’m very clear on
that. I watched people trying to give me freedom. The New
Deal guaranteed it to me, and I believed it for a while.
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That’s why I was in the military and in the Socialist party.
But only I can struggle for my freedom and I think that’s
very important to say.

Taylor — So many thoughts are springing into my head.
The strongest image is that social change work is not a job,
it’s a life. I feel that way, too. In some ways it’s a beautiful
struggle. I find myself saying, ‘“What do you mean give
up? You don’t give up on your life.”’ I’ve seen some people
change overall directions and say that what they were
doing before was wrong, that now they are doing the right
thing. It sounds like you haven’t done that, George, and I
identify with that. I know that I’m going to be building
something somewhere in my life, and I’ve chosen social
change as something that is challenging and fun and fits
with my ideals. Once you’ve made your choice you’re on
your course; you can change what you’re doing within it
but the idea of giving it up just doesn’t make sense.
George — What’s fundamental to you? What are some of
the values or truths that are more important than getting
twenty or fifty thousand dollars a year or being recognized
as a budding, social change, feminist female of 19827
Those are real temptations.

Taylor — 1 think a lot of my social change values came
from my childhood. My mother was a union organizer
with a strong belief in people and that the world was ours
and we were responsible for changing it. Those values are
an ever present part of my life and actions.

Communities — What about you, Lillian? What keeps
you keeping on?

Lillian — So far I haven’t met the kind of defeat that
would keep me from keeping on with social change work. I
haven’t gone to jail. I do owe the government money and
maybe they will come get me one of these days but I am
sixty-seven. I’m actually just waiting for the opportunity.
Nancy — 1 think seeing things like that, going to jail, as
opportunities is a key issue. That we are able to say, ‘‘Here
is the situation and I’ve taken a stand. Here is a response to
it and I’m going to use it as an opportunity.”’’

Lillian — 1 grew up with George Fox’s saying about
walking cheerfully over the world. That’s much of what I
try to do and what guides me in my work. Another Quaker
expression is to move forward as the way opens.
Sometimes the way opens and closes behind you. I try to
keep a balance of moving forward and doing the things
that seem right as the way opens rather than being pushed
from behind. Of course sometimes I get pushed from
behind, and if it’s George, he better not expect me to
move. (laughter)

Nancy — 1 see both of you responding to a wide variety of
needs in the community and in the movement. You both
seem to have accumulated a large repertoire of skills,
applicable in a wide variety of situations. I think that’s a
good model for avoiding a narrow course.

George — It’s what I call being a generalist. Another thing
that keeps me going is the willingness to experiment, at

least once, and of course the willingness to understand that
that exp